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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/775,886 



Applicant(s) 
MINAKAWAETAL 



Examiner Art Unit 

< Lewis A. Bullock, Jr. | 2126 

- The MAILING DATE of this communica tion appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. fmmtuamit 

- tensions Tume may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be ttmely filed 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 April 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters prgecutior i as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E3 Claim(s) 10 and 21 is/are allowed. 
6M r-iflimr.^ 1-3.6.7.9.11-14.17.18.20 and 22 is/are rejected. 

7) KI Claim(s) 4 5.8.15.16 and 19 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) Q The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAll b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) EI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) E| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) • 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Not.ce of Informal Patent Apphcaton (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



1. Claims 10 and 21 are allowed. 

2. Claims 4, 5, 8, 15, 16, and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject . 
matter: All of the claims are allowable for at least the following reasoning: Some of the 
claims indicate that the conversion rules are stored based on a plurality of categories 
wherein the first data associates a category of a plurality of categories with conversion 
rules such that the inspecting determines the code conversion category first, and then 
the conversion rule. None of the prior art of record teach the mapping of conversion 
rules to conversion categories as detailed in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 



States. 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 9, 11-14, 17, 18, 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by CROZIER (US 5,701,423). 

As to claim 1 , CROZIER teaches a method for converting code values between 
applications (handheld and desktop computer applications) (col. 5, lines 18-33), the 
method comprising the steps of: generating first data (mapping facility) that associates a 
first field (source application's field) with a plurality of code conversion rules (by 
generating a mapping database) (col. 7, lines 56 - col. 8, lines 9); generating second 
data (multiple field flag) that, for each conversion rule of the plurality of code conversion 
rules (conversion record in mapping database), associates the conversion rule with 
criteria for applying the conversion rule (mapping record is used to map multiple fields 
from a source database to a single field in a target database) (col. 7, lines 56 - col. 8, 
lines 9), wherein the criteria is based on one or more other fields (multiple field flag) 
other than the first field (source application field); receiving a first code (address / phone 
/ title / company / street / city / state / zip) for the first field and zero or more codes for 
the one or more other fields (col. 1 0, lines 30 - col. 1 1 , lines 23, Fig. 1 1 ); inspecting the 
first data (mapping database) and the second data (multiple field flag) to determine 
which particular code conversion rule of the plurality of code conversion rules should be 
applied based on: the zero or more codes, and the criteria associated with each 
conversion rule of the plurality of code conversion rules (col. 7, line 56 - col. 8, line 54; 
Fig. 11); and converting the first code based on the particular code conversion rule that 
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should be applied to convert the first code (tranlation) (col. 7, line 40 - col. 8, line 54; 
Fig. 11). 

As to claim 2, refer to claim 1 for rejection. Claim 2 further details a third data 
that associates a second field with a plurality of code conversion rules and receiving 
and converting the second code of a second field based on a particular code conversion 
rule. CROZIER teaches mapping and translations of fields from one database system 
to another database systems. Since multiple fields are mapped in the database, it is 
inherent that there exist a second field that is also mapped as detailed for the first field. 

As to claim 3, CROZIER teaches converting the first code includes converting the 
first code into one other code (col. 5, lines 42-56). 

As to claim 6, CROZIER teaches the criteria associated with each conversion 
rule of the plurality of code conversion rules (mapping records in Mapping database) 
specifies a value (N / Y) for a field (MultiFId) of the one or more other fields (Fig. 10). 

As to claim 7, CROZIER teaches the step of determining which particular code 
conversion rule should be applied further includes determining, for a given conversion 
rule of the plurality of code conversion rules, whether a particular value (Y) specified by 
the criteria associated with the given conversion rule matches a respective code from 
the zero codes (col. 10, lines 1 1-29). 
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As to claim 9 and 1 1 , refer to claim 3 for rejection. 

As to claims 12-14, 17, 18, 20 and 22, reference is made to a computer readable 
medium that corresponds to the method of claims 1-3, 6, 7, 9, and 1 1 and is therefore 
met by the rejection of claims 1 -3, 6, 7, 9, and 1 1 above. 

6. Claims 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Davis 
(US 4,939,689). 

As to claim 23, DAVIS teaches a method for converting code values between 
applications, the method comprising: storing first data (field mapper) that associates a 
plurality of code conversion rules (mapping functions) with a field (field); receiving an 
application code (data) associated with the field; selecting, based on the first data, a 
single code conversion rule (one-to-many mapping function) from the plurality of code 
conversion rules (one-to-one, one-to-many, one-to-nothing); and converting the 
application code based on the single code conversion rule into a plurality of other codes 
(col. 4, lines 35-51 ; col. 1 3, line 30 - col. 1 5, line 43; col. 4, lines 14-1 8). 

As to claim 24, DAVIS teaches the step of converting the application code further 
includes converting the application code into a plurality of other codes specified by a 
user for the single code conversion rule (operator established the mapping) (col. 4, lines 
35-51; col. 13, line 30 -col. 15, line 43; col. 4, lines 14-18). 
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As to claims 25 and 26, reference is made to a computer readable medium that 
corresponds to the method of claims 23 and 24 and is therefore met by the rejection of 
claims 23 and 24 above. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis A. Bullock, Jr. whose telephone number is (703) 
305-0439. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 



Conclusion 



0286. 
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